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BACKPACKERS 2013: TREASURE HUNT!

Infroduction to this year's theme:

Welcome to the teaching material for Backpackers 2013. Our theme for this year is:
Treasure Hunt, discovering why Jesus is better than the greatest treasure as we explore
a part of Matthew’s gospel.

Each of the four days has a specific teaching theme and related Bible passage.

The following table gives the heading for each day, the key Bible passage we will be
exploring, and the big idea that we want each child to take away with them:

Day Bible Passage | Title Big Idea

Day 1 Matthew 13:44 Buried Treasure Knowing Jesus is worth
more than anything...

Day 2 Matthew 2:1-12 Royal Treasure ...because he is our
God and king

Day 3 Matthew 19:1-30 Worthless Treasure ...because only he can
save us.

Day 4 Matthew 6:19-21 Lasting Treasure So live your life for him!

Our memory verse for the week comes from Paul's letter to the Philippians and

expresses how knowing Jesus is better than anything else:

“I think that all things are worth nothing compared with the greatness of

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord...

Philippians: 3:8

The teaching materials were put together with the help of David Heath-Whyte, Daryl
Kingston, Andrew Patterson and Heather Pugsley. If you have any questions about the
teaching material please get in touch with Andrew Patterson

(andrew.patterson@tiscali.co.uk, Tel: 01494 785809).




The teaching structure of each day:

Broadly this fits previous years and includes the following elements:

Name of element

Length of time

Ingredients

Open Door

15 minutes

Welcome and registration of group
members.  Short activities involving
minimal supervision for children as they
arrive.

All Together Time (1)

35 minutes

All  together fime. David Heath-
Whyte's first teaching slot. Includes
songs, notices, prayer and an
infroduction to the day’'s theme.

Group Teaching Time (1)

45 minutes

Time in groups to look together at the
passage for the day and develop an
understanding of it. Also to include
toilet break and snack.

Group Teaching Time (2)

40 minutes

The slot where we can think a little
more about the day’s theme and it's
application in our groups.

All Together Time (2)

35 minutes

Second slot all fogether. A session with
songs and quiz/games that reinforce
the day’s big theme. May also include
some “show and tell.”

Group Prayer Time

10 minutes

Rounding up and praying in our groups
before children are collected.




Group Leader’s Preparation:

The main Bible passage for each day is provided for you in a modern, child-friendly
version. (At the end of this booklet (pp.37-40) you can find an even simpler version of
each passage that might be more accessible/appropriate for the youngest children’s
groups).” One of your most important jobs as a leader is to spend time looking carefully
at the passage and getting to grips with it before each day. The “Big Idea” will be a
helpful guide to ensure that you and your group don't stray too far from the main
point! For each passage you will find some background notes to help you understand
the story and its significance.

We will be exploring the same Bible passages in our groups that David Heath-Whyte will
use in his up-front sessions, so there is potential for repetition and overlap. Don't worry
about this, as it is an important way of ensuring that the day’s “Big Idea” sticks!

One suggestion is to spend a part of your first group teaching time looking at the day'’s
passage together. To help you do this there are skeleton ‘Bible Time' materials
provided for each day (also found at the end of this booklet). These will need to be
adapted for your own particular group so that they help your children engage with the
Bible and unlock the main theme(s) of each Bible passage. This slot would also be a
useful time to address questions that have arisen from the up-front time, and here you
will find that the more you have worked at understanding the Bible passage yourself,
the more able you will be to respond to those questions as they arise.

In terms of the day as a whole, in previous years some have found it helpful to use the
first group time to focus on the key teaching points from the main Bible passage and
first up-front session, and to use the afternoon to focus more on ‘“response” and
“application — as well to “bed in” the memory verse.

Alongside the group Bible times — you will need to plan some group activities and
games that will, in some way, reinforce or develop the key teaching points from the
morning teaching session.

You may also want to have some sort of activity for your children to work on as they
start to arrive at the start of the day. This will give you fime to personally welcome new
arrivals, integrate them with other group members, take registers, etc. Suggestions and
ideas for all these activities are included in this resource (including icebreaker games).
You will need to look at the resources suggested for each day and determine which
might be useful and appropriate for your group. The ideas have been coded
according to group colour, but this is only a rough guide. You will probably discover
there are more resources than you can use, so please be selective!l

Do ensure that you allocate enough time to pray in your groups; as leaders we want to
model the importance of prayer, not least as an expression of our complete
dependence on God. So it would be good to pray briefly as you come to look at the
Bible together. The final slot in the day is specifically for prayer, and a great
opportunity to “pray in” some of the things the children (and leaders!) have been
learning during the day. There are a few suggestions that might help you pray
creatively. Don't spend so much time decorating, colouring etc. in that final session
that you don’t leave time for praying! The last session may also be a good time to
ensure (ideally in creative ways!) that your group has learnt the memory verse.

e For older groups (7-11yr olds), make sure that you have some Backpacker Bibles available
for use in your groups. It is important that the children see that the stories they are exploring
are from the Bible, even if you are using one of the simpler versions of the day’s story.
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And finally... One of the most important ways of preparing for Backpackers as a
leader is to pray ourselves. Do commit the whole week to God, praying especially for
David’s up-front teaching, and for all those with responsibilities for the week. Pray also
for the children in your group and specifically for your leadership. It is vital that the

children learn both from what is taught and from the example of those who teach and
lead them.



Resources for Days 1-4:

For each day you will find the following:

‘$ Main teaching point - ‘Big Idea’: This statement summarises what we want the
children to grasp each day. It is provided to give us all a common teaching point
to aim for. How deeply you explore this aim will vary according to the age,
personality and background of the children in your group.

& Today’s passage: The passage for each day is printed in full from the International
Children’s Bible. Unless you are teaching the youngest children, to avoid confusion
please use this version in your teaching preparation. A simpler version of the
passage can be found at the end of this teaching resource if required. [Do note
that  the New  Century  Version (NCV) available  on-line  from
www.biblegateway.com is NOT the same as NCV International Children’s Bible].
You can get an electronic copy of these notes, and also the Bible passage, from
the Backpackers' web site: http://www.backpackers-online.org.uk/.

& Bible notes and background: Following the passages are some notes for you to use
to help you ‘get to grips’ with the Bible before you plan your times with the children.
You will also find some useful background detail as you explore the Bible passage
with your group.

‘$ Group Time Ideas: These are suggestions and ideas that you might use in your
group times. Some ideas have a corresponding resource sheet that you can find at
the end of this section. They are broadly categorized according to the group time
they may work best in and age group they are likely to suit. Don't be constrained
by these suggestions, but also bear in mind that with toilet breaks and snacks you
will probably need 2-3 ideas. Do not try to do everything!

‘$ Group Time Resources: These are the activity resource sheets that correspond to
some of the ideas found under “Group Time Ideas.”



Day 1: Buried Treasure

£ Main teaching point - ‘Big Idea’: Knowing Jesus is worth more than anything.

& Today’s passage: Matthew 13:44

Finding Treasure

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field. One day a
man found the treasure, and then he hid it in the field again. The man
was very happy to find the treasure. He went and sold everything that
he owned to buy that field.”

" Bible notes and background:

a. What is the treasure?

In today'’s Bible passage the Kingdom of God is compared to treasure. The Kingdom
of God is Bible shorthand for living with Jesus as our king — knowing him as our Saviour,
friend and Lord.

b. What is it like?

By comparing knowing Jesus to buried treasure, Jesus is telling us that to know him is
very special indeed. In a politically unstable situation (such as in Jesus’ day), it would
not have been that uncommon for people to have buried their valuables over the
centuries to keep them safe if they had to flee from armies. Nevertheless, it would
have been a major event to find such a hoard, particularly by a poor farmhand.
Indeed, it would have been potentially life changing. As in the next parable about the
pearl, the value of the treasure is obvious to those that find it. Jesus says that knowing
him is like that — of immense and obvious value.

c. What is it worth?

The man in the story sells everything he has to buy the field so that he can have the
treasure — and to him it is a bargain. What he gets is worth far more than he has spent.
The treasure is worth more than everything else he has. Knowing Jesus is worth more
than anything else. The parable is not saying that we have to sacrifice everything in
order to know him. It is saying that if we really understand how fantastic knowing him
is, we would be prepared to do anything to know him and enjoy the blessings he gives.



d. How should we respond?

This week we want the children to get a glimpse of how special Jesus is — not just an
“add on" to a busy life, but treasure worth more than anything else that the world has
to offer. Is this how we see him2 Would we have sold everything we had to buy the
field2 Perhaps with a physical freasure trove we might, but Jesus says, as we will see
later in the week, that he is far better than that, and worth far more. Have we realised
that yet?

& Group Time Ideas (Matthew 13:44):

‘Big Idea’: Knowing Jesus is worth more than anything.

INTRO/ WAY IN activities:

Ref

Suggested activity

Sheet

Groups

1.1

Treasure Map Book Cover (to decorate/colour as cover for resources)

Y.R.G.B

1.2

My Favourite Things. Sheet (with border) on which to get the children
to draw some of their favourite things.

YRG

1.3

Folders. As children arrive, settle them at the table and let them
decorate their folders with pens, stickers, pictures from magazines, etc
with a freasure theme. For younger children the colour-in memory
verse can be stuck to the folder and coloured in.

YRGB

Treasure boxes. Give each child a small empty box — perhaps an
egg box. It's going to be their treasure box and they need to
decorate it. Provide shiny wrapping paper, sequins, tinsel, ribbons and
so on for them to stick on to their box. When they have finished, ask
them to draw things that are very precious to them — people as well
as possessions. The pictures go in the freasure box.

YR.G.B

Group Treasure Chest. In advance, make a treasure chest for your
group. Large plastic boxes can be bought quite cheaply. Keep a
selection of activities (jigsaws, balls, playing cards, stickers) that can
be brought out at lunchtime or when you want a quiet activity.

YRGB




TEACHING SESSION: opening up the bible passage:

Ref | Suggested activity Sheet | Groups

1.6 | ‘Bible Time'. See sheet (Ref 1.6, p.29) at end of teaching material Y Y.R,G,B
document. You will need to adjust the questions for your own group
or make up your own o help your group dig deeper into the
passage. Use in conjunction with ideas below if you wish.

1.7 | Find the Treasure. Work out the way fo the freasure through the maze. | Y Y.R

1.8 | ‘My Treasure.’ A good way to get to know the children as they draw Y.R.G.B
or talk about their most treasured possession. Useful to know as we
prepare to talk about Jesus being worth more than anything.

1.9 | Treasure Box. Use a decorated shoe box or medium plastic storage Y.R.G
box. Putinitems that relate to the day's story so that the children can
take them out and explore them before reading the story (e.g. a
Lego green base plate, a spade, a bag of money, a male figure).

1.10 | Picture Prompts. Use any pictures you have from Bibles or off the YR.G
internet to open up the story. Use prompts such as, "l wonder what
might be happening here", "l wonder what this person might be
thinking", "How might you feel if you were this persone"

1.11 | Spot the Difference on Pirate Island. Simple picture comparison with 5 | Y Y
differences to look for.

1.12 | Treasure Map. Bible Passage in form of Treasure Map. Use the map Y Y.R.G
as a visual aid to encourage to group to look for important ‘clues’ to
what is going on and where the treasure can be found.

1.13 | Mini Drama. Drama based on the day’s Bible passage with ideas for | Y Y.R
props etc. Could be adapted to suit various ages.

1.14 | Buried Treasure Quiz. Simple multiple-choice quiz that revisits the Y Y.R.G
main events in the Bible story.

1.15 | Buried Treasure Colouring Sheet. A sheet to colour that reminds the Y YR
children of the ‘Big Idea’.

1.16 | Buried Treasure Word Search. Word search puzzle with 10 words to Y Y.R.G
find that relate to the Bible story.

REINFORCING THE MESSAGE — games

Ref | Suggested activity Sheet | Groups

1.17 | Team Acrostic. Competition (Why Jesus is the best). Instructionsare | Y R.GB
provided on the sheet.

1.18 | Hidden Treasure. Hide various items of ‘treasure’ in upturned yoghurt Y.R.G

pots on a tray and get the children to guess where it is when moving
it about.




1.19

Treasure Box — aka Fishes. Have the children sit in a circle. Name
them in turn, e.g. sapphire, ruby, emerald etc. When you call
sapphire, all those so named jump up and run around the circle. Last
one back turns to face out of the circle and misses the next go. If you
call 'treasure chest', everyone runs.

Y.R.G

1.20

Hunt the Treasure. Have the children sit in a circle. One goes away
while you hide the treasure (a coin, or a bead or a small picture of
treasure) on one of the other children (tucked in a sock, balanced on
a shoulder, only partially hidden). When the seeker returns, the
children clap — quietly if they are cold, louder as they get warmer.

YR.G

1.21

Pass the parcel. Copy the phrases (see below) onto strips of paper.
Layer them intfo a pass the parcel (remember to do them in reverse
order so that 1 comes out first). Put as the ‘prize’ a small sandwich
box or bag with sweets/biscuits inside to share at the end.

The kingdom of heaven / is like a treasure / hidden in a field. / One
day a man / found the freasure, /and then he hid it / in the field
again. / The man was very happy / to find the treasure. / He went
and sold everything that he owned/ to buy that field.

YR.G.B

1.22

Happy families — card game. Our tfreasure is to be part of God's
family.

Y.R.G

1.23

Where's the Treasure? Get the children to sit in a circle. Blindfold a
child in the centre of the ring. The children in the ring pass an item of
“treasure” round the circle behind their backs. The blindfold is
removed and the child guesses where the item is hidden.

Y.R.G

1.24

Stepping Stones Relay Race. Divide children into pairs and give them
a pair of large feet made from card. One child is a “footman” and
one the “stepper” who must walk on the card feet. (The footman
moves the feet in front of the stepper). The goal is to reach the
‘treasure” at the end (small prize).

YRG

1.25

You've found my treasure! Create a version of battleships where the
purpose is to locate the treasure rather than find ships. Divide group
into two. Each group is given a card with a grid. Each team has to
determine where to place a number of items of treasure. The two
teams take turns to locate the treasure. The winning feam is the one
that finds all the items first.

R.G.B

1.26

Pin the Treasure on the Map. Variation on “Pin the tail on the
donkey”. Lots of variations could be used: e.g. to have a turn a child
might first need to answer a question from the Bible story.

Y.R

1.27

What treasure am 1? One child leaves the group and the others
decide on a valuable item that the child is going to be. When the
child returns, he/she asks questions such as ‘Am | made of metal?’
Do you keep me in a purse? The questions they ask must be
answered with either *yes” or “no.”

YRG

10




REINFORCING THE MESSAGE - activities

Ref

Suggested activity

Sheet

Groups

1.28

Treasure chest

Invite each child to make a treasure chest using empty margarine
fubs or egg boxes. Decorate them lavishly — then fill them with
chocolate coins, brightly wrapped sweets, or beads — something to
represent treasure. Give them a slip of paper with the words from
verse 44 to stick inside the lid.

YR.G

1.29

Magic eye pictures. These can be sourced from the internet and
printed. The picture is ‘hidden’ unless you look very closely.

1.30

Treasure Hunt. In advance, hide various items around the tent (be
clear which areas are included in the game). Prepare a sheet
showing hidden items (pictures for younger children). Points are
given for each item found, with the more valuable items worth more.

YR.G.B

1.31

Kim’s Game. Select 12 or more items (necklace, ring, coin etc).
Place them on a tray. Give the children 1 minute to memorize them.
Older children can write down as many items as possible. With
younger ones you could remove 1 or 2 items and see if they can
identify the missing one(s).

YR.G

1.32

‘Basic, better, best.” Get the children to guess the value of a group of
items and put them in order of value (as on the Antiques’ Roadshow).
You could do it with picture cards or with actual items.

Y.R.G

1.33

Spoon the Treasure. Bury small objects in a bowl or container of sand.
The children have to dig for tfreasure using teaspoons. The items may
be something of value — or small prizes to keep.

Y.R

1.34

Lucky Dip. Similar to ‘Spoon the Treasure.” Hide small items in
containers such as film canisters. Play lucky dip using a bag or
container of sawdust. Specific ‘valuable’ items earn more points.

YRG

RESPONSE TIME PRAYERS - possible prayer time reflection:

Ref

Suggested activity

Sheet

Groups

1.35

Use an acrostic for the sequence of prayer. e.g. STOP: Sorry, Thanks,
Others, Please, (Alternative ACTS: Adoration, Confession,
Thanksgiving, Supplication). If you use ‘STOP’ - the theme for today is
‘Sorry’. You may want the prayer time to focus on saying sorry for the
things we treasure more than Jesus, or for the times we forget how
amazing it is to know Jesus as our King and friend.

YRGB

1.36

Prayer Banner. You could create a prayer banner (from an old sheet
or large piece of card). You might design it fo look like a freasure
chest. Divide the bannerinto 4 — 1 section for each day. On each
day create a template that could be given to each child on which
they could write a short prayer. E.g. for day one the template might
be a spade or freasure chest, on day two a crown efc. Encourage
the children to pray their prayer out before fixing it fo the banner.

1.37

Prayer Sheet. Provide each child with a sheet of paper (or mini fabric
banner if you are really creative) on which they add their prayers for
each day (and can take home at the end of the week).
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First Day Getting-to-know-you ideas:

Ref

Suggested activity

Sheet

Groups

1.38

One step forward. All stand in a line. Leader calls out questions like:
‘Who had cornflakes for breakfaste’ Those who did, take a step
forward until they reach the finish line. You might also include
qguestions about whether they’'ve been to Backpackers before or
whether they belong to a church etc

Y.R.G.B

1.39

Into line. Get the group to form a single line without tfalking where the
line is in alphabetical order of first name or in birthday order etc.
(requires some creative non-verbal communication!). For older
groups you could impose a fime limit.

R.G.B

1.40

Likes and dislikes name game Ask the children to sit in a circle. Name
a category, such as colours, foods, television programmes and so on.
Invite one child to start, by saying their name, then one thing they like
in that category and one thing they don't like. The child on their left
then does the same. Go round the circle a few times changing the
category each time. For example, round one might go ‘I'm John and
| like yellow but | don't like pink.’

YRGB

1.41

Yes and No. Ask for a volunteer to be interviewed. They must answer
the questions without saying ‘yes’ or ‘no’, hesitating or repeating
themselves (for example saying ‘maybe’ over and over again). See if
they can last for a minute. The interview could go something like this:
‘What's your name? Are you sure about thate What's your favourite
sport — | bet it's belly dancing? What's your favourite food — | bet it's
liverg Sprouts? Chips? Are you married? Would you like to be married?
Do you go to school¢ Are you the head? A teacher? The caretakere
and so on.

YR.G

1.42

Fish and chips. The game is similar to ‘Yes and no’. Ask for a volunteer
to be interviewed. This time they are only allowed to say ‘Fish and
chips’. The interview could go something like this. ‘What's your
name?¢’ Reply ‘Fish and chips.” ‘What did you have for
breakfast...dinner...tea...2 What shampoo do you use¢ What football
team do you supporte What do | look like2 To all of these questions
they have to reply ‘Fish and chips’ without smiling or laughing.

YR.G

1.43

Friends. This game is similar to the TV programme ‘Mr and Mrs’.
Choose two children who are friends, and ask one child to leave the
room while you ask his or her friend three questions. The questions
could be '‘What is your friend’s least favourite subject at school2 What
is your friend's favourite pop group?2’ and so on. Then invite the other
child back into the room, ask him or her the same questions and see
how well the two friends know each other.

R.G.B

1.44

Categories. Ask two children to sit down facing each other. Give
them a category, such as something they would find in the kitchen,
brands of chocolate bars and so on. The children take it in turns to
name something in that category, and the first child to run out of
ideas or repeat something is out. Choose a new player to take on the
champion.

R.G.B

1.45

Disciples (aka fishes) - name children round circle (Simon, Andrew,
James, John). Call the name Simon, all Simons have to stand up, run
round circle and back to own place, and so on.

Y.R.G.B
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1.46

Body dice - (variation on Twister). Divide the group info two teams.
You will need 2 large dice - one normal, the second with different
body parts labelled on each face (hand, foot, elbow etc). Both dice
are rolled and number and body part called out (e.g. 1 - elbow).
Then roll again (e.g. 4 - foot). Number 1 has to connect elbow with
number 4's foot. The winning team is the one that manages to obey
the instructions for the longest.

Y.R.G.B
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Day 2: Royal Treasure!

4 Main teaching point - ‘Big Idea’: Jesus is worth more than treasure...because
he is our God and King.

& Today’s passage: Matthew 2:1-11

The wise men come to worship Jesus.

I Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea during the time when
Herod was king. After Jesus was born, some wise men from the east came to
Jerusalem. 2They asked, “Where is the baby who was born to be king of the
Jews?2 We saw his star in the east. We have come to worship him.”

3When King Herod heard about this new king of the Jews, he was troubled.
And all the people in Jerusalem were worried too. 4Herod called a meeting of
all the leading priests and teachers of the law. He asked them where the Christ
would be born. 5 They answered, “In the town of Bethlehem in Judea. The
prophet wrote about this in the Scriptures:

¢ 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
You are important among the rulers of Judah.
A ruler will come from you.

He will be like a shepherd for my people, the Israelites.’”

7 Then Herod had a secret meeting with the wise men from the east. He
learned from them the exact time they first saw the star. 8 Then Herod sent the
wise men to Bethlehem. He said to them, “Go and look carefully to find the
child. When you find him, come and tell me. Then | can go and worship him
too.”

? The wise men heard the king and then left. They saw the same star they
had seen in the east. It went before them until it stopped above the place
where the child was. 19 When the wise men saw the star, they were filled with
joy. 1 They went to the house where the child was and saw him with his
mother, Mary. They bowed down and worshipped the child. They opened
their gifts they had brought for him. They gave him freasures of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. 12But God warned the wise men in a dream not to go

back to Herod. So they went home to their own country by a different way.
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b Bible notes and background:

a. What is the treasure?

In today’s Bible passage the obvious treasures are the gifts that the wise men give to
the baby Jesus. Gold, frankincense and myrrh were all very valuable in the ancient
world — and still are! But once again, the real treasure is Jesus. Having travelled a
great distance to find him, the wise men present their tfreasures to him and bow down
and worship him. They realise that he is worthy of their gifts and their worship, even
though he is just a baby from a humble family.

b. What is it like?

From this passage we can see that Jesus is God's promised King, the Messiah. Herod
and his advisers know that the Old Testament prophesied the coming of a new King
David, a shepherd king who would rule God's people forever and who would be born
in David's city of Bethlehem. The wise men know that Jesus is special enough for God
to put a new star in the sky to announce his birth. Finally, after hundred of years of
waiting, God has sent his promised Saviour-king — that's the real tfreasure.

c. What is it worth?

The wise men give up fime and energy, as well as their precious gifts, for Jesus. Even
though they were not Jewish, and would not have had the full understanding of what
God had promised, they realise that Jesus deserves their worship. He is God on earth -
and deserves everything.

d. How should we respond?

This passage gives two possible responses to the fact that Jesus is God's promised King.
Herod is fully aware of God's promises and seems to believe that Jesus is that promised
King. But Herod doesn’t see Jesus as treasure but as a threat to his power, and so seeks
to kill him. The wise men on the other hand see how precious he is, and come to
worship him.

People today can still see Jesus as a threat; they see his claims and refuse to put him
first and submit to him. They would never think of giving him their time, energy and
treasured possessions like the wise men. The wise men worship Jesus —i.e. they give him
what he is worth — everything. Who are we more like?2 We may realise that Jesus is
God's promised king, but do we resist his rule — or value it as the greatest gift we can
receive?
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EB‘ Group Time Ideas: Matthew 2:1-11:

e ‘Big ldea’: Jesus is worth more than freasure...because he is our God and
King.

INTRO/ WAY IN activities:

Ref | Suggested activity Sheet | Groups

2.1 | Treasure Island. Create a large treasure map with X marking the spoft. Y.R.G
Give each child a small picture of a freasure chest/bag of money
and some blu-tac. Play as Pin the Tail on the Donkey. The child who
gets their treasure chest nearest to the X is the winner. Link — there's
more hidden treasure in foday's Bible Passage.

2.2 | Choose from one of the “getting-to-know-you" activities/games from Y.R.G.B
day 1.
2.3 | Children can continue to decorate folders or freasure chests if they Y.R.G.B

made them on day 1.

TEACHING SESSION: opening up the bible passage:

Ref | Suggested activity Sheet | Groups

2.4 | Bible Time. See sheet (Ref 2.4, p.30) at end of teaching material Y Y.,R.G.B
document. You will need to adjust the questions for your own group
or make up your own o help your group dig deeper into the
passage. Use in conjunction with ideas below if you wish.

2.5 | Lig-zag story. Use 14 strips of stiff card (all the same length). Join Y Y.R.G
them together with split pines. As you retell the story create a star, a
manger, a crown, a house etc. If you have older children, you could
get them to fry and make the shapes.

2.6 | Tell the story. Tell the story using pictures. You could find them on the Y.R
internet or in a good Children’s Story Bible. Use prompts such as, 'l

wonder what might be happening here", "l wonder what this person
might be thinking", "How might you feel if you were this persong"

2.7 | Treasure Box. Use a decorated shoebox or medium plastic storage YRG
box. Putinitems that relate to the day's story so that the children can
take them out and explore them before reading the story (e.g. a star,
a baby doll, a camel, 3 small parcels).

2.8 | Drama. Act out the story. Some scope for dressing up. (Note that Y.R.G,B
the men are described as ‘wise men’ rather than kings and we aren’t
specifically told how many there were. Their journey and gifts do
suggest great wealth, which can be reflected in the costumes worn).
As the children act out the parts there will be scope to explore more
deeply what is happening and some of the different reactions to
Jesus (e.g. Herod vs. the wise men).
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29

Treasure Map. Bible Passage in form of Treasure Map. Use the map
as a visual aid fo encourage to group to look for important ‘clues’
that will help us identify who this baby is and how we are to respond
fo him.

YR.G.B

2.10

Royal Treasure Colouring Sheet. A sheet to colour that reminds the
children of the ‘big idea’ for the day.

Y.R

2.1

Magi Maze. Help the wise men to find their way to Jesus.

Y.R

2.12

Royal Treasure Word Search. Find the 11 words that are linked to
today’s Bible story.

Y.R.G

REINFORCING THE MESSAGE — games

Ref

Suggested activity

Sheet

Groups

2.13

Pass the Parcel. Hide the different parts of the story in the layers (use
pictures for the youngest children). See if they can put the elements
of the story together.

YRG

2.14

Card Collect Race. Parts of the story are written (or drawn) on cards.
Children are in 2 feams. They race to a pile and bring a card back.
When all pieces are collected, the team has to put them in order.
One person from the winning tfeam retells the story.

Y.R.G.B

2.15

Memory verse. Write each word (or a couple of words) of the
memory verse onto a piece of star shaped card. You need 2 sefts.
Divide your group into two. Scatter the stars around a given area.
Children take it in turns to run and pick up a star. If they bring a

repeat the next person must put it back. Winners are first to complete

the memory verse.

YRGB

2.16

Treasure and spoon race. Egg and spoon race with marbles as
tfreasure. The wise men undertook a long a difficult journey to bring
their gifts and worship to King Jesus.

Y.R.G

2.17

Double Packers. A fricky present-wrapping game. Get the group
into pairs. Each child holds the hand of the other or has their hand
tied to the hand of their pair. The pairis then given an object (e.g. a
shoe box or something similar) that they have to wrap with their
remaining free hands (can use wrapping paper of newspaper,
sellotape, ribbon). First feam fo finish wins or tfeam that does the best
in a sef time wins.

G.B

2.18

Memory Card Game. Create a set of cards containing pairs of cards
with treasure images on them (include gold, frankincense, myrrh and
worship). The cards are mixed up and face down. The children take
turns to identify the pairs. The feam with the most pairs wins.

Y.R

2.19

Chocolate game. The group are given a (large?) dice. Each
member takes turns to throw it. If they throw a six they have to get
dressed up in a set of clothes a ‘wise man' might wear. If they get
the items on they can start to cut up a large bar of chocolate with a
knife and fork) and eat a piece. They must stop getting dressed or

eating if another member of the feam throws a six.
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REINFORCING THE MESSAGE - activities

Ref

Suggested activity

Sheet

Groups

2.20

Presents for Jesus. What did the wise men bring and why were their
gifts so appropriatee Discuss what sort of gifts we can give to Jesus.

Y.R.G

221

News Article. Get the children to write/outline their own version of
the story as a newspaper article. Think of creative headlines that
help you to think about the story and its meaning.

G.B

222

BBC Newsround. Similar to the ‘News Article’ imagine the story being
covered for BBC Newsround. Think about those you might interview
and what sorts of questions to ask. Include props (microphone, video
camera efc). Use the process to explore the main angles of the story
and their significance.

R.G.B

2.23

Wise advice. The wise men set off on a great adventure to find Jesus.
Sometimes following Jesus day to day does not feel like an
adventure. How can young people find Jesus in the middle of all the
challenges of growing up? Ask the group fo furn their ideas about this
info an agony aunt column, or a radio discussion, for other young
people.

G.B

224

Right Response. Show the group a selection of items that require a
response (e.g. cake — eating, cuddly toy- cuddling, football-kicking,
monster-running away from etc.) As you show each item ask, ‘What's
the best/right thing to do with this. Recap that today we've been
learning about the right way to freat a very special person. Ask the
children to identify that person. Ask how that person should be
treated and why?2 (The Wise men are great role models but think of
specific and practical applications for the children)

Y.R.G.B

2.25

Code Breaker. Use the code to work out where to find foday’s
tfreasure.

YRG

RESPONSE TIME PRAYERS - possible prayer time reflection:

Ref

Suggested activity

Sheet

Groups

226

Use an acrostic for the sequence of prayer. e.g. STOP: Sorry, Thanks,
Others, Please, (Alternative ACTS: Adoration, Confession,
Thanksgiving, Supplication). If you use ‘STOP’ - the theme for today is
‘Thanks’. You could, for example, thank God for sending Jesus

YRGB

2.27

Prayer Banner. You could create a prayer banner (from an old sheet
or large piece of card). You might design it to look like a freasure
chest. Divide the bannerinto 4 — 1 section for each day. On each
day create a template that could be given to each child on which
they could write a short prayer. E.g. for day one the template might
be a spade or freasure chest, on day two it might be a crown etc.
Encourage the children to pray their prayer out before fixing it to the
banner.

YRGB

2.28

Star Prayer. Everyone lies down on their stomachs with their bodies
forming a star shape — heads intfo the middle. This way you can pray
quietly and everyone can hear.

YR.G
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Day 3: Worthless treasure

£ Main teaching point - ‘Big Idea’: Jesus is worth more than earthly
treasure...because only he can save us.

& Today’s passage: Matthew 19:16-30

The rich young man.

16 A man came to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must | do
to have life forever?2”

17Jesus answered, "Why do you ask me about what is good? Only God is
good. Butif you want to have life forever, obey the commands.”

18The man asked, “Which commands?2”

Jesus answered, *'You must not murder anyone. You must not be guilty of
adultery. You must not steal. You must not tell lies about your neighbour in
court. 1 Honour your father and mother. Love your neighbour as you love
yourself’.”

20 The young man said, “I have obeyed all these things. What else do |
need to do?”

21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, then go and sell all the
things you own. Give the money to the poor. If you do this, you will have a
treasure in heaven. Then come and follow mel”

22 But when the young man heard this, he became very sad because he
was very rich. So he left Jesus.

2Then Jesus said to his followers, “I tell you the truth, it will be very hard for
a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24Yes, | tell you that it is easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle that for a rich person to enter
the kingdom of God.”

25 When the followers heard this, they were very surprised. They asked,
“Then who can be saved?e”

26 Jesus looked at them and said, “This is something that men cannot do.
But God can do all things.”

27 Peter said to Jesus, “We left everything we had and followed you. So
what will we have?2”

28 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth. When the new age comes, the
Son of Man will sit on his great throne. And all of you who followed me will also
sit on 12 thrones. And you will judge the 12 tribes of Israel.
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22 And everyone who has left houses, brothers, sisters, father, mother,
children, or farms to follow me will get much more than he left. And he will
have life for ever. 30 Many who have the highest place in life now will have the
lowest place in the future. And many who have the lowest place now will have
the highest place in the future.”

 Bible notes and background:

a. What is the treasure?

In today’s Bible passage the man already has his own treasure — we are told he is very
rich (v.22), but that treasure stops him getting what is really valuable — the real treasure
of eternal life — a life of friendship with God now and forever.

b. What is it like?

Despite what the rich man thinks, it is not something that can be bought either with
good works or with money. His treasure is worthless. However good he has been, the
man can never be good enough for God (v.17). It is only because of Jesus’ death on
the cross that we can be forgiven and accepted as God's friends forever. The one
entry criterion is a wilingness to follow Jesus (v.21) and trust him — which for this man
would have meant leaving his wealth behind. Although it might seem costly, Jesus
explains that the treasure gained will be far more than whatever has been left behind
(v.29) —in this life as well as in the next.

c. What is it worth?

Even though this man claims to want eternal life — he does not think it was worth giving
up anything for it. The disciples, on the other hand, have given up everything to follow
Jesus, and want reassurance that he is worth it and that they have made the right
decision. Jesus is very clear that their sacrifice was worth it — like the man in the
parable on day 1, their initial investment will pay a huge dividend!

d. How should we respond?

Again we have two options. Will we see that the amazing gift of eternal life is worth
more than anything else and put our whole frust in Jesus (like the disciples), or will we
continue to put our trust in our own abilities, our goodness and wealth — which Jesus
says are worthless when it comes to acceptance with God (like the rich man). If we
have responded like the disciples, are we showing the world how great it is to be a
follower of Jesus, and do we really believe that he is worth more than anything that the
world has to offerg
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“$‘ Group Time Ideas: Matthew 19:16-30:

e ‘Big ldea’: Jesus is worth more than earthly treasure...because only he
can save Uus.

INTRO/ WAY IN activities:

Ref | Suggested activity Sheet | Groups

3.1 | Get to know you game — choose from the selection at the end of day Y.R.G,B
one.

3.2 | Give it up. Have a variety of coins for the children to look at. They Y.R

should look at the pafterns, and note the value of each coin. Ask
them to make a pile that adds up to 10p, 50p, £1. Ask them which
coin would be hardest to give up if they had saved up to buy
something special.

3.3 | Stuffitin. You will need some catalogues for tearing up. Give each R.G,B
person a matchbox (or small envelope) and three minutes to tear
desirable objects out of the catalogues and stuff them in a
matchbox. Who has accumulated the highest total value of goods?

3.4 | Obstacle course. Create an obstacle course. It could be something Y.,R.G.B
the children have to navigate or it could be a course set up on a
table Link — things that get in our way.

TEACHING SESSION: opening up the bible passage:

Ref | Suggested activity Sheet | Groups

3.5 | Bible Time. See sheet (Ref 3.5, p.32) af end of teaching material Y Y.R.G.B
document. You will need to adjust the questions for your own group
or make up your own o help your group dig deeper into the
passage. Use in conjunction with ideas below if you wish.

3.6 | Treasure Map. Bible Passage in form of Treasure Map. Use the map Y R.GB
as a visual aid fo encourage to group fo look for important ‘clues’
that will help us identify what our problem is and how we are to
respond to Jesus.

3.7 | Treasure Box. Use a decorated shoe box or medium plastic storage YRG
box. Putinitems that relate to the day's story so that the children can
take them out and explore them before reading the story (e.g. a wad
of toy money, a camel, a needle, a throne).

3.8 |Tell the story. Tell the story using pictures. You could find them on the Y.R.G
internet or in a good Children’s Story Bible. Use prompts such as, 'l
wonder what might be happening here", "l wonder what this person
might be thinking", "How might you feel if you were this person?g"

3.9 | Worthless Treasure Colouring Sheet. A sheet to colour that reminds Y Y.R
the children of the ‘big idea’ for the day.

3.10 | Code Cracker. Use the code cracker to discover where today'’s Y Y.R.G
freasure can be found. The code spells ‘following Jesus’.

3.11 | Worthless Treasure Word Search. Find the 12 words that are linked to | Y R,G,B
today’s Bible story.

21




REINFORCING THE MESSAGE — games

Ref

Suggested activity Sheet

Groups

3.12

Pass the parcel. Vary the game by making the prize in the parcel
really disappointing. Alternatively you could play the game so that
the person who ends up with the parcel or worthless treasure is out.

Y.R.G

3.14

Stepping stones. Divide group into 2 tfeams. Each person has 2
pieces of newspaper to use as stepping stones. Mark out an area
that has to be crossed. The first person puts both feet on 1 piece of
paper and places the other piece in front of them. They then stand
on that piece with both feet, bend down to pick up the first piece
and put that in front. This is repeated until that person reaches the
otherside. The team with all its members across first is the winner.
Link — we can only reach God through Jesus.

YRGB

3.15

Bead threading. You need string, beads and 2 pairs of bulky gloves
(washing up gloves are ideal). Divide your group intfo 2 teams. The
aim is to have the longest string of 'jewels' in a given time. Children
take it in tfurns to put on the gloves and thread one bead. When they
succeed or give up, the next child has a go. If you don't have beads,
you could use pasta tubes. Link to camel and eye of needle.
Reinforce that we cannot achieve eternal life by our own actions,
but only by frusting in Jesus.

R.G.B

3.16

Runaround. Children stand in a circle facing inwards and one person
is it. That person walks around the outside of circle and then taps
someone on the shoulder — saying ‘leave your money’ (or anything
appropriate). They then both race around the outside of the circle to
get back to the empty space 1sf. Winner gets the space, loser
becomes or remains "'it’.

Y.R.G.B

3.17

Cranium. Leader has a list of items (related to today’s story2). The
group is divided into two teams. One by one each member of the
team runs to the leader to receive the word clue. The children have
to act out (charades), draw or model with plasticine the word
they've been given. They are not allowed to speak. When the team
thinks it has identified the word the next member runs to the leader
with the answer. If correct they receive the next word.

G.B

REINFORCING THE MESSAGE - activities

Ref

Suggested activity

Shee

Groups

3.18

Worthless Treasure Quiz. Chance to revisit the story through a quiz. Each
question provides an opportunity to think some more about the key
themes i.e. what is eternal life2 How do we receive it? Several questions
will clarify potential areas of confusion e.g. Jesus is not saying that the
way to earn eternal life is to give away our money, but that following
Jesus means putting him first and being willing to give up anything that
rivals our love and trust for him.

Y.R.G

3.19

Grace Book Marks. Simple bookmark that provides an opportunity fo
describe grace and talk about the riches that Christ offers us (that the
young man in the story foolishly turned down).

Y.R.G
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3.20

How can | Get Eternal Life (The Bridge). This is a visual way of describing Y
how we receive the life Jesus offers and shows why trusting other things
(like the stuff we have) doesn’t get us to God. You can cut out the
objects on the sheet to explain visually how we getf to God. For a full
explanation of ‘the Bridge' you can find it online:
http://www.navigators.org/us/resources/illustrations/resources/bridge .pdf

Y.R.G.B

3.21

Who would God wants as his friends? Pictures of various ‘Mr Men”. And | Y
chance for children to have reinforced the truth that God wants all kinds
of people to be his friends (even if they have made other things to be
more important than Him).

Y.R.G

3.22

X marks the spot. Worksheet with statements on about obeying Y
God. Children place an X on the line according to how strongly they
agree with the statement.

G.B

3.23

Crackerjack Quiz. Divide your group info 2 feams. Ask questions on the
day's story. When a correct answer is given, give 1 member of that feam
an object (book, ball — as bulky as possible). The more correct answers
they give, the more difficult it will be for them to balance the objects.
Point out that too many possessions are difficult to hold onto.

R.G.B

3.24

Treasure chest. Draw a freasure chest on a sheet of paper. Give the
children a variety of materials to make a collage or draw pictures of the
things they treasure and think are important.

Y.R

3.25

Things | treasure. Give each child 6 small slips of paper. They should Y
write the name of a freasured possession on each card (or draw it if that
is easier). Tell them they have fo give up one thing. Invite them to place
that card in the middle. Repeat until they have whittled their possessions
down to one. Ask them to share what is their most freasured possession.
In the light of today’s theme, explore what Jesus has done for us and why
he is the greatest treasure/the one we can trust.

R.G.B

RESPONSE TIME PRAYERS - possible prayer time reflection:

Ref

Suggested activity Sheet

Groups

3.26

Use an acrostic for the sequence of prayer. e.g. STOP: Sorry, Thanks,
Others, Please, (Alternative ACTS: Adoration, Confession,
Thanksgiving, Supplication). If you use ‘STOP’ - the theme for today is
‘Others’. Don't only feel you can pray for those we know — you may
want to include people in other parts of the world in tough places. In
the light of tfoday’s theme, it would be good to pray that those facing
tough situations would discover that Jesus saves and they can trust him.

YRGB

3.27

Coin Prayer. Give each child a coin. Ask them what information is
given on the coin. Let them handle the coins as you pray: for the
Queen, for any aspect of the country that is shown on the coins, for
the ‘haves’ and the ‘have nots’ of our country.

YRGB

3.28

Prayer Banner. You could create a prayer banner (from an old sheet
or large piece of card). You might design it fo look like a freasure
chest. Divide the banner into 4 - 1 section for each day. On each
day create a template that could be given to each child on which
they could write a short prayer. E.g. for day one the template might
be a spade or freasure chest, on day two it might be a crown etc.
Encourage the children to pray their prayer out before fixing it fo the
banner.

YRGB
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Day 4: Lasting treasure

& Main teaching point - ‘Big Idea’: Jesus is worth more than treasure...so live
your life for him.

& Today’s passage: Matthew 6:19-21

Treasure in heaven

17 Don't store freasure for yourselves here on earth. Moths and rust will
destroy treasures here on earth, and thieves can break into your house and
steal the things you have. So store your treasure in heaven. The treasures in
heaven cannot be destroyed by moths or rust. And thieves cannot break in

and steal that tfreasure. Your heart will be where your treasure is.

€ Bible notes and background:

a. What is the treasure?

This passage could have been spoken directly to the rich man in yesterday's story.
There are two kinds of treasure, and one is far more precious than the other. There
is the worldly tfreasure of material possessions that people seek and strive to
acquire, and there is the heavenly treasure, which is invisible, eternal, but often
unvalued.

b. What is it like?

Worldly freasure may be desired, but the way it is described here shows it is not
worth all the effort. It doesn’t last and causes stress and worry. Treasures in heaven
are really worth striving for — they last forever. These treasures are the result of living
a life following Jesus. Trusting him for forgiveness means that a future in heaven is
guaranteed. Living a life to please him will have eternal significance, both in our
lives and in the lives of others.

c. What is it worth?

From what we have seen this week, this freasure is worth more than anything the
world can offer. All the blessings Jesus brings for this life and a hundred times more
in the next mean that living a life for him rather than ourselves and our material
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comfort is the only sensible choicel
d. How should we respond?

Again, we have two options. Will we store up treasure on earth or in heaven?g Will
we live for Jesus or for ourselvese As Jesus says here, “your heart will always be
where yourriches are.” There is a choice to be made!

‘$‘ Group Time Ideas: Matthew 6:19-21:

e ‘Big ldea’: Jesus is worth more than treasure...so live your life for him.

INTRO/ WAY IN activities:

Ref | Suggested activity Sheet | Groups
4.1 | Get to know you game - choose from the selection at the end of day Y.R.G.B
one.

4.2 | Line of pennies. Scatter a bag of pennies in a given area. Divide your
group into 2 tfeams. Children take it in turns to run and bring back 1p
to their group. Winning team is one with the longest line of pennies
when time is called.

TEACHING SESSION: opening up the bible passage:

Ref | Suggested activity Sheet | Groups

4.3 | Bible Time. See sheet (Ref 4.3, p.35) at end of teaching material Y Y.,R,G,B
document. You will need to adjust the questions for your own group
or make up your own o help your group dig deeper into the
passage. Use in conjunction with ideas below if you wish.

4.4 | Treasure Drama. Simple drama that reinforces the fact that the stuff Y Y.R.G
we often live for doesn’t last. Could be adapted for an older group.

4.5 | Treasure Map. Bible Passage in form of Treasure Map. Use the map Y Y.R.G
as a visual aid to encourage to group o look for important ‘clues’
that will help us identify what our problem is and how we are to
respond to Jesus.

4.6 | Lasting Treasure Colouring Sheet. A sheet to colour that reminds the Y Y.R
children of the ‘big idea’ for the day.

4.7 | My treasure. Bring a box with some valuable items in it. Discuss in Y.R,G,B
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your group what will eventually happen to these things.

47]

Tell the story. Tell the story or explain the meaning of the passage
using pictures. You could find them on the internet or in a good
Children’s Story Bible. Use prompts such as, "l wonder what might be
happening here", "l wonder what this person might be thinking”, "How
might you feel if you were this person?"

YR.G

4.8

Spoilt. Bring in some visual aids to remind the children about how
things get damaged, or spoiled. You could bring in milk that has
been left in the sun and has started to foam, a part from a rusty bike,
an article of clothing that has become worn or attacked by moths.

YRGB

4.9

Lasting Treasure Word Search. Find the 12 words that are linked to
tfoday’s Bible story.

YR.G

4.10

Treasure Box. Use a decorated shoebox or medium plastic storage
box. Putinitems that relate to the day's story so that the children can
take them out and explore them before reading the story (e.g. a
picture of a moth, a rusty nail, a lock and key)

REINFORCING THE MESSAGE - games

Ref

Suggested activity

Sheet

Groups

4.11

Thief. Divide group into 2 teams. Give each child a tail (piece of
wool, ribbon or crepe paper, long enough to tuck into
waistband/belt). The tails should be different colours for each team.
Mark out a chasing area. The aim is for the children to try to steal tails
from the other group without losing their own. The winning team is
the one with the most tails altogether at the end. You can make the
game longer by giving them 3 tails to begin with.

Y.R.G.B

4.12

Treasure guard. Allsit in a circle. One child is blindfolded and must
guard the freasure — a bag of money or a precious object. When
the guard hears one of the others creeping up fo steal it, they wave
a rolled-up newspaper to try to touch them. The leader chooses one
child at a time to creep up to snatch the treasure. If they are
successful, they swap places with the guard.

Y.R.G

4.13

Pass the ring round the string. All the children hold onto a loop of
string to which aring has been threaded. Their fingers should be
wrapped around the string. The idea is to pass the ring around the
string by moving their hands side to side. The children take turns to be
in the middle and to guess where the ring is.

Y.R.G

REINFORCING THE MESSAGE - activities

Ref

Suggested activity

Sheet

Groups

4.14

Treasure Rap. A fun way to reinforce one of the main lessons for the
day. You could use a backing frack and dress up to do this rap.

R.G.B
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4.15

Bible Treasure Hunt. The clues are to words in the Bible. The words
make up a message. Link —the bible helps us to find Lasting Treasure.
The clues are to words in the Bible that make up a message. The
clues will lead the children to the first aid post (Go to the place where
children are healed and say that you seek the golden statue); they
will be given a card with a picture of a golden statue and a message
to return to their leader. Cards will be organized - leaders need o
provide freasure! Link - the bible helps us to find Lasting Treasure

G.B,

4.16

Rusty Science. A chance to think about the fact that things do rust.
You may need to check on your nails at various points during the day
to see if they have changed.

YRGB

4.17

Where do they Fit? Get the children to draw precious things in their
boxes, placing them in the appropriate box depending on what is
likely to happen to them. You could use pictures from catalogues.

YR.G.B

4.18

Jesus - the Greatest Treasure Colouring Sheet. A sheet to colour that
usefully summarises the week and brings us back to the importance
of knowing and treasuring Jesus.

Y.R.G

4.19

Poster. Make a poster advertisement for freasure in heaven. Try to sell
the idea of being rich towards God to anyone who would see the
poster. They can invent slogans (such as ‘Greed gives grief, God
gives generously’, ‘Timeless tfreasure, Total tfreasure’, ‘Enough stuff’).
Use big bold lettering, and perhaps a treasure chest picture with
ideas spilling out.

YRGB

RESPONSE TIME PRAYERS - possible prayer time reflection:

Ref

Suggested activity

Sheet

Groups

4.20

Use an acrostic for the sequence of prayer. e.g. STOP: Sorry, Thanks,
Others, Please, (Alternative ACTS: Adoration, Confession,
Thanksgiving, Supplication). If you use ‘STOP’ - the theme for foday is
‘Please’. As the children pray for themselves it would be good to
pray in the light of foday’s message.

4.21

Prayer Banner. You could create a prayer banner (from an old sheet
or large piece of card). You might design it fo look like a treasure
chest. Divide the banner into 4 — 1 section for each day. On each
day create a template that could be given to each child on which
they could write a short prayer. E.g. for day one the template might
be a spade or freasure chest, on day two it might be a crown efc.
Encourage the children to pray their prayer out before fixing it fo the
banner.

4.22

Reflect on how much God wants fo give us.

Give each person a piece of paper to fold into quarters. Write in the
boxes:

1. Thanks for something received from God.

2. Something they will give or share this week.

3. Something they've learned about God this week.

4. A guestion they'd like answering about God.

Offer them to God privately.
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‘Bible Time’ ideas and questions:

Group times provide a great opportunity to explore the message of the [}
Bible together in all kinds of creative ways. During your first group fime it
would be helpful to spend some time looking at the day’s Bible passage
together and reflecting on its meaning with your children.

It is worth remembering that the Bible passage will have been unpacked in the
“All Together” time, so there should be scope for recapping and clarifying as you
get a feel for what has been understood.

How long you spend looking at the passage and the depth of exploration will
largely depend on the age of your children, but even if you have just a short time
exploring the text, doing this well and enthusiastically will model something
important to your group and hopefully shape the remainder of your time
together.

As with any Bible study the key is having some good questions ready that will
unlock the main ideas and direct you towards some appropriate applications.

Below, for each of the 4 passages, you will find a skeleton Bible study.” The
questions have been divided up info three sections: ‘way in’, ‘observation’ and
‘deeper’. The first section is designed to introduce the theme, the second to
encourage investigation, and the final section to explore the avenues of
application and to grapple with the deeper message of the passage.

N.B. You will need to adapt and select the questions for your own groups. If you
are working with younger children some of the questions (especially in the last
section) will prove too demanding and you may want to skip them or come up
with better or more age-appropriate ones. You may be surprised by how much
the children are able to grasp, especially if they are encouraged to "hunt for
clues” and are given help along the way.

Finally, enthusing others about the passage each day will be easier when we, as
leaders, have been excited by its message!

" If you want to be able to edit the questions or copy out the passage for your group you can
access this document and its context online at: http://www.backpackers-online.org.uk/
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Ref. 1.6 Day 1 Bible Time: Buried Treasure: Knowing Jesus is
worth more than anything...

Matthew 13:44:
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like a tfreasure hidden in a
# field. One day a man found the treasure, and then he hid
it in the field again. The man was very happy to find the
freasure. He went and sold everything that he owned to
buy that field.”

Way in:

e Can you think of a tfime when you found or discovered something really
exciting¢ [You might want a story or two up your sleeve if the children aren’t
forthcoming]

Observation:

¢ How did the man feel when he discovered the treasure? /

) 4

A

e Why did he hide it again?
e What did the man have to do to finally get the treasure?

e What sorts of things might he have had to sell? [The passage says he sold
everything he owned - so fry and get the children to grasp this with examples]

e Do you think the things he sold were good things or bad thingse [They were
certainly good things — they just weren'’t as good as the treasure]

o Jesus said finding treasure is like what?2 [The kingdom of heaven and, by implication,
being a part of it].

Deeper:

The man gave up everything he owned to get the treasure. Why did he make such a
sacrifice? Was it worth ite

2

' . Jesus says that being part of God’s kingdom is wonderful and exciting
- like finding amazing treasure. What is God's kingdom? What do you think it
means to be part of ite

[Here you might want to think about what kingdoms are — places where people live
under the rule and leadership of a king. Being part of God’s kihngdom means living in
God's kingdom under the leadership and rule of King Jesus. Because Jesus is the
greatest king (see day 2) it is a wonderful experience and privilege to be part of that
kingdom if we are followers of Jesus.

e Why is knowing Jesus so exciting? [Be prepared as a leader to share
enthusiastically about the joy of knowing and following Jesus. You could also set
some kind of task to encourage members of your group to find out from others
(e.q. leaders/helpers) who know Jesus. Set some time for feedback.]
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Ref. 2.4 Day 2 Bible Time: Royal Treasure: Knowing Jesus is worth
more than anything...because he is our God and King!

Matthew 2:1-11:

' Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea during the time \
when Herod was king. After Jesus was born, some wise men from the  J
east came to Jerusalem. 2They asked, “Where is the baby who was A\?
born to be king of the Jews?2 We saw his star in the east. We have
come to worship him.”

3When King Herod heard about this new king of the Jews, he was troubled.
And all the people in Jerusalem were worried too. 4Herod called a meeting of
all the leading priests and teachers of the law. He asked them where the Christ
would be born. 5 They answered, “In the town of Bethlehem in Judea. The
prophet wrote about this in the Scriptures:

¢'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
S You are important among the rulers of Judah.
A ruler will come from you.
He will be like a shepherd for my people, the Israelites’.”

7 Then Herod had a secret meeting with the wise men from the east. He
learned from them the exact time they first saw the star. 8 Then Herod sent the
wise men to Bethlehem. He said to them, “Go and look carefully to find the
child. When you find him, come and tell me. Then | can go and worship him
too.”

? The wise men heard the king and then left. They saw the same star they
had seen in the east. It went before them until it stopped above the place
where the child was. 19 When the wise men saw the star, they were filled with
joy. ""They went to the house where the child was and saw him
with his mother, Mary. They bowed down and worshipped the «®
child. They opened their gifts they had brought for him. They
gave him treasures of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 But God warned the
wise men in a dream not to go back to Herod. So they went home to their own
country by a different way.

[This is a long passage. If you want to shorfen it, you could focus on the wise men and their

response and ignore the section about Herod. This will mean missing out the striking
conftrast between them but may make the study more manageable].

Way in:

e Canyouremember a time when you met someone special? [You might want a
story or two up your sleeve if the children aren’t forthcoming]
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Observation:

At the start of the story, what clues do we have that the baby that was born was
speciale [The staris a big clue!] ,

-
How do the actions of the wise men show how special Jesus was? \' -
[They make such a long journey, bring costly gifts, and are thrilled
when they finally find the baby. But the biggest clue is seen in the
fact that they worship Jesus.]

What did we also learn from the Bible (the ‘Scriptures’) about this baby? [He
would be a ruler of God'’s people —and he would be born in Bethlehem. For the
older children you might want to make the connection between King Jesus and
King David. The latter was also born in Bethlehem and had been the greatest
king of God’s people as he defeated their enemies and gave them peace
(Goliath). This king will be even greater as he defeats an even greater enemy —
our sin —and conquer deathl!]

The Bible predicts the exact birthplace of Jesus many hundreds of years before
he is born. What does this tell us about the Bible?

What gifts might we give to a babye What gifts did the wise men bringe What
do their gifts tell us about Jesuse [Obviously they aren’t the usual sorts of gifts we
would give a baby. But Jesus is no ordinary baby — he is God’s King.]

Deeper:

The wise men worship Jesus. When we worship something or someone, what are
we doing? [We are saying something about its/their worth and value. The real
freasure in the story is not the gifts the wise men brought — but the baby; he is
God'’s King and deserving of our worship too.]

Why do you think Herod wasn't so excited about this babye [For Herod, King
Jesus is a threat to his power. Herod wanted to be number one and to be in
charge and he doesn’t want anyone as a rival.]

Are there times when we act as though we are the most importante If so, what
do we need to do?

Is there anything odd about this King's arrivalz  What does it tell us ?
about this king? [This king doesn’t get born in a palace. It's almost as

if he slips in unnoticed. His birth is a very humble affair. Indeed, Jesus

is a humble, serving king — not one who throws his weight around (see
Philippians 2v5-8). He's the best kind of king!
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Ref. 3.5 Day 3 Bible Time: Worthless Treasure: Knowing Jesus is
worth more than anything...because only he can save us!

Matthew 19:1-30:

16 A man came to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must | do
to have life forevere”

17Jesus answered, “Why do you ask me about what is good? Only God is
good. But if you want to have life forever, obey the commands.”

18The man asked, “Which commandsg”

Jesus answered, *'You must not murder anyone. You must not be guilty of
adultery. You must not steal. You must not tell lies about your neighbour in
court. 1?7 Honour your father and mother. Love your neighbour as you love
yourself’.”

20 The young man said, “lI have obeyed all these things. What else do |
need to do?”

21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, then go and sell all the
things you own. Give the money to the poor. If you do this, you will have a
treasure in heaven. Then come and follow mel”

22 But when the young man heard this, he became very sad because he
was very rich. So he left Jesus.

23Then Jesus said to his followers, “l tell you the truth, it will be very ®
hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24Yes, | tell you
that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle that for a
rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”

25 When the followers heard this, they were very surprised. They asked,
“Then who can be saved?e”

26 Jesus looked at them and said, “This is something that men cannot do.
But God can do all things.”

27 Peter said to Jesus, “We left everything we had and followed you. So
what will we have?2”

28 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth. When the new age comes, the

Son of Man will sit on his great throne. And all of you who followed me will also
sit on 12 thrones. And you will judge the 12 tfribes of Israel.
22 And everyone who has left houses, brothers, sisters, father, mother, children,
or farms to follow me will get much more than he left. And he will
have life forever. 30 Many who have the highest place in life now
will have the lowest place in the future. And many who have the
 lowest place now will have the highest place in the future.”

[This is a long passage. If you want to shorten it, you could shorten it by ending af verse 26.
You might sfill want to think about whether the choice to put Jesus first is worth it.]
Way in:
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What are the sorts of things we need to really enjoy life2

Observation:

The young man asks Jesus a great question. What does he want to know (v.16)2
[He wants to know how to have real life that lasts (eternal life). ‘Life’ in John's
Gospel means more than existence —it's ‘fullness of life’ or ‘satisfying life’ or ‘life
as it was meant to be lived’. Jesus is describing an experience that begins now
as we get to know Jesus and finds its fulfiiment in the new creation when we are
with him forever.

Jesus has a talk with the man about being good and obeying God's
commands, but who, according to Jesus, is ‘good’. [Thisis a key
moment in the dialogue. It would be easy to think that the man fails
fo gain this life because he isn’t quite good enough. Jesus is much
more realistic —no-one is good enough to earn this life. The point
Jesus will make is that what is required is nothing less than a miracle
from God through the rescue Jesus brings.]

As Jesus reminds the man about some of God's commands, how does the
young man answer?e How do you think he feels¢ [l think this man is sincere in his
self-assessment — Jesus however will expose the reality of this man’s heart.]

Before he can follow Jesus, Jesus tells the man he needs to do one more thing.
What does Jesus ask him to do? [To sell everything he has and give it away!]

The Bible says that we must put God first before anything else. What, for this
man, is more important than God and following him<¢ [His wealth —it's what he
trusts and depends on. This is the thing he treasures and gives his worship to. It makes his
feel safe, important, confident etc.]

What does the man end up doing? What does he miss out on (v. 16, 21b)2 [He
would rather keep his stuff and trust that than follow Jesus and freasure him.
Tragically he misses out on Life as a result].

Deeper:

Is it easy to put Jesus first and follow him2 Why2 What sorts of things can
getin the way?

4
It is hard putting Jesus first — especially when we have lotfs of things to "
distract us! What picture does Jesus use to make the point2 [The
ridiculous picture of a camel trying to get through the eye of a needle.
As Jesus points out — it is impossible!]

e
-~

Did the young man make the right choice? What should he have done? [No!
He should have treasured Jesus more than his money. He should also have said
sorry for making more of his money than God and asked for help to treasure
relationship with Jesus more.
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¢ What good news does Jesus give people who want to follow him but find it
hard (v.26)2 What is Jesus encouraging us to do¢ [What is impossible for
us, God can make possible. Here we are being pointed fowards what
God will do for us through Jesus — providing us with the one who lived the
life we should have lived (putting God first), died paying for our failure to
love and trust God, and empowers us through His Spirit to live new lives for
him.]

e Jesus' followers/disciples have given up a lot to follow Jesus. Will they miss
out on life according to Jesuse Willwee [No, anything we lose out on now
will be compensated by what we gain — the treasure of knowing Jesus and
spending eternity with him.]

Note to leaders: Jesus’ command in verse 21 is challenging. Is Jesus saying that it

is wrong to have things — homes, cars, toys, etc as a follower of Jesuse¢ The

chances are that some of the children will focus on this and potentially

misunderstand what Jesus is saying. The man believes that he is good enough for

God - he's kept all the commands — at least the ones that Jesus has mentioned.

e Of course the first two commands from the Ten Commandments

that talk about putting God first/not making idols out of things are

not mentioned (even though they were considered the most

important). Jesus’ call for the man to give up his wealth reveals

that the young man has fallen at the very first hurdle, confirming

Jesus' statement that no-one is fruly good — except God. Like the man, we

naturally put many things before God, and left to ourselves it would be impossible

to change. The good news of this story is that what is impossible for us is possible

with God’s help. The message then is not so much “keep the commands” - but
frust Jesus.
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Ref. 43 Day 4 Bible Time: Lasting Treasure: Knowing Jesus is
worth more than anything...so live your life for him!

Matthew 6:19-21:

17 Don't store treasure for yourselves here on earth. Moths and rust will
destroy freasures here on earth, and thieves can break into your house and
steal the things you have. So store your treasure in heaven. The treasures in
heaven cannot be destroyed by moths or rust. And thieves cannot break in
and steal that freasure. Your heart will be where your treasure is.

Way in:

It would be good to try and get your group to think of things that lose their value or
become worn out or spoiled. One suggestion would be to bring in items as a ‘show
and tell” that display what Jesus is talking about. The children can add their own
examples once they grasp the idea.

Alternatively (for older groups?) the following facts could be the starting point of a
discussion:

Apparently last Christmas the average family will have spent, on average, over £600
pounds on presents and toys - £10.6 billion pounds for the country as a whole. By 1
January it was calculated that 1 in 10 gifts will have been broken and less that a
quarter will still be working by next Christmas. Also, by next Christmas 46 million toys
(worth £850 million pounds) will be thrown away.

e Have you ever been given something you wanted really badly but it didn’t last,
was broken or you got bored with it?

Observation:

e What two types of freasure does Jesus talk about?

e What sorts of things does Jesus mean by ‘treasures on earth’. Can you
think of examplese [If your group are struggling, you might refer them back
fo yesterday’s story. It's basically the things the world can offer us -
possessions and material things, fame and popularity, etc.]

e What happens to that sort of tfreasure according to Jesuse [It might be
worth pointing out that often those who have lots of this world’s ‘stuff’ are
often the most worried about protecting it or losing it!]

e What sort of treasure should we be looking fore What is this treasure?
[Hopefully after this week the children should be clearer, but it might be
helpful to point them back to what we've been learning in the first 3 days
about ‘knowing Jesus' and living our lives for him.]

Why is this freasure better than anything else, according to Jesus?e
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Deeper:

e If we treasure Jesus more than earthly treasure, what sorts of things
will we want to do?¢ [Lots can be said here, and the answers will /
depend on the age of your children. If this world’s treasure is worth ‘
less than the treasure that lasts forever we might be willing to let go g
of this world’s stuff, or even to use it for God'’s purposes, e.g. to help
others know Jesus. We might do what we know Jesus wants us to
do, even if it makes us unpopular with our friends etc.]

e If we keep choosing to get earthly treasure, what will happen to our
heartse [This is a difficult question — probably for the older groups. The
point Jesus is making is that if we keep chasing the stuff of this world — the
world will capture and fill our hearts].

Case Study: Jim Elliot was a young man with a great life
ahead of him. As a Christion he had discovered how great it
was to know Jesus and wanted others to discover the treasure
of knowing Him for themselves. He and four other friends felt
God calling them to share the Good News of Jesus with a
group of Waodani Indians in a remote part of Ecuador. All five
were killed by the people they wanted to share Jesus with, and
their murders were in the news all over the world. Jim and his
friends risked everything to share the freasure with others.
Before he died, Jim said these words: “He is no fool who gives
up what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”

div7//

e What are the things we cannot keep? If we are Christians, what can we never
losee

e  Were Jim and his friends wise or foolish2

e What sorts of things should we give our lives to that would make us wise rather
than foolish2

[You can find out more about Jim on Wikipedia. Obviously this is a powerful story that

challenges the priorities and values of our own culture. The story does have a great
ending with many from the fribe coming to know Jesus years later.]
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Simplified Bible Passages:

Here are the four Bible stories written in a slightly more accessible way for the
youngest children. Thinking of ways to make the stories more visual and finding
words to explain the big concepts simply will be helpful as you try and
communicate them and their message.

& Day one passage (simplified):

Matthew 13:44
Jesus told a story:

Once there was a man working in a field, digging. Dig, Dig Dig. He doesn’t know that
in that field there is buried treasure!

So Dig, Dig, Dig...Klink, Klank, Klonk. Uh-oh! His spade bumps into something hard.
Hello, what's thisg He picks it up, dusts it off —it's a chest. He opens it slowly. What he
sees inside makes him go “Wow!” Beautiful, glittering, gleaming, twinkling, sparkling,
precious jewels! It's a treasure chest!

He wants the treasure. He wants it so badly - even if he has to sell everything he has to
pay forit.

He quickly buries the treasure again, runs home, and sells everything he has. He takes
the money he gets and buys that field. Now he owns the field — and the treasure that is
buried in it!

He runs back and digs up the treasure again.
Jesus said, *Coming home to God is as wonderful as finding freasure!” You might have
to dig before you find it. You might have to give up everything you have to getit. But

being friends with Jesus and being in his kingdom - that’'s more important —it's more
wonderful - than anything else in the world!
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& Day two passage (simplified):
Matthew 2:1-11

Far away in the East, some very wise men spotted a special star. It was the star that
God had put in the sky to show that Jesus had been born. They knew it was a sign that
a baby king had finally come.

“He's arrived!” they shouted.

So they packed up their camels and wrapped presents for the baby. They brought
their most precious treasures: frankincense, gold and myrrh; special sparkly, lovely-
smelling, gleaming things — costly gifts just right for a king.

So they set off on their journey to find this new king. It was a long journey that took
many days and many nights. At last they reached Jerusalem. When they got there
they went straight to the palace - because that's where kings are normally born.

They found King Herod in the palace. Surely he would know where the baby king had
been born. But Herod didn’t know. In fact, he didn’t like the sound of a new king — it
made him very worried; he didn't want anyone to be king - except himself.

Herod's servants searched the Bible. It fold them that the baby king would be born in a
town called Bethlehem.

Suddenly the star they had seen in the East started to move again. It took them to
Bethlehem. Finally the star stopped — but not over a grand palace with guards and
flags and red carpefts - it stopped just over a normal house. Could this really be the
right place?

But inside the house they found Jesus — the baby King — with him mum, Mary. The wise

men knelt down before the little king. They bowed to the ground in worship and gave
them their special gifts — treasure fit for a king!
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& Day three passage (simplified):

Matthew 19:16-30

One day a man came to Jesus. “Good Teacher,” he said, "*what do | need to do to
enjoy God'’s great life forever?g”

Jesus said, “Only God is good, but if you want that great life forever, you must keep
God's commands.”

“Which commands?2” said the man.
Jesus replied, "Don’t murder anyone, don’t steal another man'’s wife from him — or
anything else that doesn’t belong to you, don't tell lies about others, tfreat your mum

and dad well, and look after those around you just as much as you look after yourself.”

The man said, “I've been doing just that since | was a kid. Is there anything else | have
to do¢”

Jesus said, “If you want to be perfect, sell all that belongs to you and give the money
you get to those who are poor. Do this and you will have treasure forever in heaven.
Then you will be able to follow me!” Then the man went away very sad. He was very
rich and he wanted his money more than he wanted Jesus.

Jesus then said to his followers, “For sure, it's very hard for a rich person to enter God’s
kihgdom in heaven. It's easier for a camel to fit through the eye of a needle than for a
rich person to enter God’s kingdom.”

His followers were really surprised. “What hope is there for anyone?2”

Jesus said, “Yes, it's impossible for people. But God can do the impossible.”

Peter, one of Jesus’ followers said, “We have left everything behind to follow you, so will
it be worth ite”

“Yes, you have my word,” said Jesus. “If you have had to give up things — even homes,
friends and family — you will get more in return than you ever had to give up.”
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& Day four passage (simplified):

Matthew 6:19-21

Jesus said, “Don’t tfry and make life all about getting the treasure that this world offers.
That kind of treasure gets eaten away, rusts away or gets stolen away. No! Instead
make life all about getting the treasure of heaven that God gives. His treasure is lasting
treasure that doesn’t get spoiled or old and no-one can steal it from you. What you
run after will win your heart.
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